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Example (simplified):
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The United Nations





Audience: Ages 11 to 14





Purpose: To educate middle school students  about the (a) history of the United Nations, (b) the fundamental tenets of the UN Charter, and (c) the functions of the Security Council and the General Assembly. 





Summary: For two weeks students will participate in daily workshops consisting of individual and group work.  The lessons cover a wide range of subjects and will integrate history, political science, and public speaking. This cross-curricular program will include mock General Assembly consultations in which students will participate as GA members and will exercise their speaking skills to argue for and against key issues to their assigned countries. In addition, students will learn terminology that will add to their political knowledge through studying UN history, beginning with the League of Nations.





Timeline: The whole program will last for two weeks, two hours each day.





Materials: White paper, microphone (optional), pens, cardboard, “An Intro to the UN” by David Copperfield, Westcoast Printing. 2008.





Role of the Teacher: To act as a guide and facilitator.


Role of the Student: To be an active participant.








Week One





Day 1:  Introduce the following terms and their respective definitions to students on the black board: (1) Charter -an official document that explains specific rights to a government or organization…; (2) Assembly - a group of people or representatives…; (3) Actor -a term that refers to an individual, government, group, etc. that plays a role in social or political affairs; (4)……..        Make sure you leave time to discuss each term with students so that they understand the terms fully. (25 minutes)  Copy pages 1 to 3 of Copperfield’s book for each student. Divide class into small groups and have them read and discuss the content.  (25 minutes).   Break (10 minutes).   After break, invite class to return from their groups. Ask the following questions about the reading…..   etc. etc.





Day 2:   Go over the purpose of the General Assembly…….  (Etc).


Day 3 and so on…..


Week Two





Day 1:  Mock General Assembly I…. use poster board and decorate a name tag for each country. Have students use microphone when speaking during Assembly consultation…….


Day 2:  Mock General Assembly II….


Day 3:  …………. Go over Realism, Socialism, Idealism…………..


Day 4


Day 5: Conclude Lesson……Prepare for examination……..





Assessment:  Week 1, days 1-5 and Week 2, days 3-4: students will be graded out of 5 points each day for their participation in group discussions,…..   for a total of 35 points (5 = outspoken, assisted other students when they had questions, etc.)  Students will also peer assess their group-mates in the same manner…..   During the Mock General Assembly….. etc.
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